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Notes: 

 

• Every sentence in English must have at least one verb and one subject.  

• The verb in a sentence is always related to the subject.  

• Subject = a noun or pronoun that performs the action of the sentence 

• Examples: Sam threw the ball to Tommy. 

• Riding a bike is difficult for a small child.  

• Verbs express: action (eat, stop, make); states of being (am, seem, appear); 

or mental states (know, think feel).  

• Preposition = a word or set of words that indicates location (in, near, beside, 

on top of) or some other relationship between a noun or pronoun and other 

parts of the sentence (about, after, besides, instead of, in accordance with). 

• A prepositional phrase will begin with a preposition and end with 

a noun, pronoun, gerund, or clause, the "object" of the preposition. 

• Example: She threw the can (in the recycling bin).  

http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/preposition.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/noun.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/pronoun.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/gerund.htm
http://www.chompchomp.com/terms/clause.htm


For each sentence, double underline the verb, put 

parentheses around the (prepositional phrase(s)), and single 

underline the subject. 

1. You can use the broom behind you to sweep the floor. 

2. The bracelet in the storefront window is the one I want. 

3. The store at the corner sells sandwiches. 

4. We climbed up the hill to see the view. 

5. Vacationing sometimes causes disputes within a family. 

6. To eat in France is a great privilege. 
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Incomplete v Complete Sentences 

A complete sentence has three components: 

1. a subject (the actor in the sentence) 

2. a verb (the mental state, state of being, or action), and 

3. a complete thought (it can stand alone and make sense—it’s 

independent). 
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Each of the sentences below is incomplete. Rewrite each 

sentence so that it has all the necessary components of a 

complete sentence.  

1. because his car was in the shop  

2. after the rain stops 

3. when you finally take the test 

4. since you asked 

5. if you want to go with me 

6. dancing in the street 


